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Katharine rather playfully dallies with her lover's
request that she will abridge the period of waiting
from two ^ years to two months, and then she
concludes in a way which proves if nothing else
did how deeply she was in love with Seymour.
" When it shall pleasure you to repair hither
(Chelsea) ye must take some pains to come early
in the morning, so that ye may be gone again by
seven o'clock; and thus I suppose ye may come
without being suspect. I pray ye let rne have
knowledge overnight at what hour ye will come,
that your portress (i.e. Katharine herself) may
wait at the gate to the fields for you."
It was not two years, or even two months, that
the impatient lovers waited: for they must have
been married before the last day in May 1547, ^our
months after Henry's death.    Katharine's sugges-
tion that the boy King himself should be enlisted
on their side, was adopted;   and he was induced
to press Seymour's suit to his father's widow, as
if he were the promoter of it.    When the secret
marriage was known to Somerset, he expressed the
greatest indignation and anger at it; and a system
of petty persecution  of   Katharine began.     Her
jewels, of  which  the   King   had left her the use
during her life, were withheld from her; her jointure
estates were dealt with by Somerset regardless of
her wishes and protests; and her every appearance
at Court led to  a squabble with the  Protector's
wife  as to the precedence to be accorded to her.
On one occasion it is stated that this question of
precedence led in the Chapel Royal to a personal
encounter   between   Katharine   and   proud   Ann
Stanhope,